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SAN ESTEBAN DFL REY MISETON
or
San Feteven de Acoma
Acoms Pusblo
Valenela County
New Hexico

Crner: Lcomz Indisng,

Dete of Erecilons Betmsen 1629 and 164.2{see followlne pspes); 1626

(index ecarda); 1629 (Hallenback 7).

Bullder: Pedrs Juan Ramiresz,

Present Conditions Fair.

Mimber of Slorieg: One.

Meterisls of Constructlon: Adobs and stone.

¢

Bther Existing Records: See texi.
Additional Datss See following pages.

1 See Hallerbeck, C., Spanish Misslons of the 012 Southwost,
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SAY ZSTEBAN REY MISSIOF
Acoma Pueblo; Few Fexico

It as Leen assumed by several historiunsg that

the &seoma idssion, like those of most of the lission

-

Churches umone the fueblo Indlans, was destroved dur-
ing the general fueblo insvrrescticn of 1680. Ye are
fortunate in having the personAal account of Lon Diego
e Vargas that he worshioved in the ¢ld chureh in

the year 1597, which i1s but 64
of Padre Juan ‘apirez to Agoma. De Trregs! descrintion
tells us that it was g collogal structure with walls

abeut & vard unos a8 nalf in Lhichnegs. 4!

sufficient sroofl thult thne fAcomansg 414 net mutilate the

i

gtructure betiveen 1380 and 1883, Fray weroninge azrate
Salmeron was the Tlrsy wdsgionary To Acomua sviocr to
1529 It was aot nntil +he coning ¢f Fray Jusn Henmirex
that & cliireh was built.  Fray Jusn Ramirez during hie
at Acoms Twxon 1820 to 144% maily a

4 1 O T S R N [ I T )
great ehureh snd embellished 31 with many beantiful

Sraderick . odse telle us that thwe Jhurch huilt

m 3 2 o Y- s - 3
sy Cedre danlirew e dAngtroved and s onew one arectaeu

risuez Cubero

Cs

Lovernorghis of Jedro 20

ig very evident +that 1f the Chureh wag not Jastroyed
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betweon the visit by De Vuress in 1653 gnd the tims of

4 " 7 - [y i - 2 - T - Y - .
Subero &l?ﬁ@})lﬁ wag padly wutilated, the bhells hear an

inseription J?i l?lu which

modelled about

Yhe Zegutifully earved voams and dodrg varving in

PR o + P 5 v e 1m . ;o
gize can e found in dwesilinegs throusnoutl the entire

work of sritisuns with suitsanle tools for their work.

It 1s very 2rouehle that the orisinel Thurah was re-

gtored circa v OO ander *the Jdiresetion of 2=dre Antonio

e subjeet of how marny restorations and thelir

reatoration or reosairs 1 cuite 2lecar. These later
attemnts have heen larrely ubilitarian. Yhough the

.

timberyg end other woodwork heve hacn seversl

-+

ines

renoved tnere isg little doubt that the towers and

L

1ls of the Churelr gsre the originsl bullt Yy

5})

main we
Puidre Juan Ramlrez, dvery sitie of ticber had to be
lzbhoriously carried to the vou of ihe rock over a
looge sandy trail sng reek stons, in the hands or on
the baecks of wen. Jvery zrain of sand, winlch wasg of
a soor quality.when arocured, ned to be searcnad For,

Al

often nor no e than 2 seck or two In & so2el, and
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of a burro. All water that wss used had to be carried
by women and men g disgtance of asbout three hundred

vards and sometinmes g full guarter mile over a

difficult rocky foot trail. In this same nunner every

et

pound cf dirt for adobes, mortsr and plastering had
to be carried up the ilegsa from the 2lsin below, on the
backs of burros and Indians. With thig lack of build-
ing materisl uvpon the mesa it is easy to see'ihat)aur—
ing the time the Christiens were in disfaver at Acouam
the Chureh would be robhad of ifs availasble building
materials.

The Zhureh was rencvated and restored olrea 1810
under the direction of Jon Jose llunuel Arsgon, alcslde
of Logune ard Agoma. I'r. We 3. Ztallings of the Lab-

oragtory of Antrropology at Senta I

T

e, Mew llexico finds

=

that besms of this restoration and restorafions by

Aragon at Iaguna cross date, by tree ring analysis.

Ir, “tailings ig at present nalking Turther gtudies

with old timhers from the Church at Acoma. Trese studies
ghould eventuazlly definitely determine the dste of
erechlon of this Church.

-

Ahout 1UC2Z the Chureh was agalin raesgiored. Ipn 1927

the Zociety for thre Nesgtoration and Preservation of New
exiceo lligsion Churches undertoeok a rather extennive

regtoration program for the building. 41 this time they

restored the walls and towers and put on a new composi-

tion roof over the churech. Funas, however were not
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. " avallable bo connlete the restoration of the Convento.

At this time the civeular staircase was found in the

south tower of the Church snd this very mueh mystified

the Indians as even the oldest in the tribe could not

[

recall such a sta
Very valusable old photographs tasken by Charles T,
Tammis sirea 1890 are dedonited with the Southwest

Museum in Los Angeles. “he I boratory of Lfnihrepology at

Santa fe, Mew ilexlico has the Wittick collection of

nhotograohs taten cires 1887%, The Siste lureum at
Santg Fe and the Zureau of Sthnolopgy in Jashington
have later phnotosrenhs.

= : References ; B. 4. Reuter {Superintendant of

. Construction in the 1927 restoration}.
Tancrolft’s Jorks Ycl. %VII Arizona
and Hew lLexieo', Hubert . 3 .neroft.
"Leading Fects of Wew ..exican History”
Re T. Twitehell.
"Ipenish Aranives of Hew lexico” H. E.
Tyritarell,
014 Sunte Fe'', 2. HE. Twitchell
"Hissions and Pueblos of the (014
Southwest™, =, R, Torrest
"Spanish Tission Churches of Few llexico",

Le Zrudford O2vince.
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